Honourable Anita Anand, Minister of Foreign Affairs                                                                                                                              House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario                                                                                           Anita.Anand@parl.gc.ca
September 13, 2026  
Congratulations for Banning Goods from Illegal Settlements: Now end all support 
Dear Minister Anand:
I am writing to applaud Canada for its decision to finally ban trade with Israel’s illegal settlements, joining the UK and France, and Norway, Spain, Ireland, the Netherlands, and Belgium, who already adopted such measures https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2026/09/08/joint-statement-two-state-solution  
While laudable, it is critical that Canada makes clear how it will differentiate settlement goods from those produced in Israel.  This is essential because the existing Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement does not make any distinction between trade with Israel or the illegal settlements/occupied Palestinian Territory (oPT) categorizing all trade as simply with Israel https://assets.nationbuilder.com/cjpme/pages/22580/attachments/original/1788964427/Annexing_Palestine.pdf?1788964427
Furthermore, the European Union has recognized that prohibition of goods from the settlements through such measures as labelling regulations and territorial differentiation has been a failure in part because producers have used evasion tactics including mislabelling products, using fictitious addresses, and mixing settlement goods with goods produced within Israel’s recognized borders https://assets.nationbuilder.com/cjpme/pages/22580/attachments/original/1788964427/Annexing_Palestine.pdf?1788964427
In addition to a trade ban, Canada must also close down the many other avenues through which it aids and assists Israel’s illegal settlement enterprise. While Canada stated in its announcement that it will "enforce targeted measures against settlements and those who facilitate them or profit from them", I would like to stress that in reality, it is the Canadian government, and many businesses and charities that are all actively benefitting from and facilitating the maintenance and expansion of illegal settlements. This support includes investments, services, including strategic and military support, arms transfers, charitable tax breaks, allowing Canadian companies to operate in illegal settlements (e.g., Aldo), and allowing the sale of Palestinian land in Canada, all of which must stop immediately https://www.justpeaceadvocates.ca/demand-canada-finally-act-by-ending-all-support-of-the-illegal-israeli-settlement-enterprise/
Lastly, the settlements are illegal under international law and also under Canadian law through the Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes Act and Geneva Conventions Act. Canada is complicit when it fails to address or prevent contravention of such laws. It is time to fulfill our responsibilities and the aspirations of the majority of Canadians who support reforming our trade policy with Israel https://assets.nationbuilder.com/cjpme/pages/22580/attachments/original/1788964427/Annexing_Palestine.pdf?1788964427
Sincerely,
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